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My apologies for not being
able to be with you today!

Bernalyn McGaughey
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Aquatic Herbicides: Stressors or Stresses?
The mixed impression of aquatic herbicides

Tools that relieve
stress by enhancing
habitat recovery
and benefiting
ecosystems

As stressors that pose a
hazard to listed species
http://diy.sepro.com/pondpak-with-sonar-q-2
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A Few Basics
• Registration or re-registration of a pesticide by
EPA is considered a federal “action”
• EPA authorizes the pesticide for use or uses
described on the label
• The pesticide label defines the federal action
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A Few Basics (2)
• Under section 7 of the ESA, EPA is required to
consult the USFWS and NMFS to ensure that
any federal action is not likely to jeopardize the
existence of listed species and/or their
designated critical habitat
• Consultations are typically completed on a
single action but programmatic consultations,
addressing multiple actions, have been
completed for other types of federal actions
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Can you not see that the task is your task - yours to
dream, yours to resolve, yours to execute?
• Programmatic consultation (“Yours to Dream”)
• The challenges to overcome (“Yours to Resolve”)
• Steps towards the goal (“Yours to Execute”)
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Can you not see that the task is your task - yours to
dream, yours to resolve, yours to execute?
• Programmatic consultation
–
–
–
–
–
–

Addresses multiple projects or actions with impacts similar in nature
Requires applicants to take specific steps
Establishes priorities for minimization, mitigation and conservation
Helps maintain biological and ecological diversity
Aims to standardize mitigation and compensation requirements
Intended to streamline and simplify future projects/actions
– Future projects/action can be appended to consultation

– Can be re-evaluated over time
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Can you not see that the task is your task - yours to
dream, yours to resolve, yours to execute?
• Stakeholders know
what to expect

• Saves agency and
stakeholder time
and money

Predictability

Efficiency

Programmatic Consultation
Transparency
• Agreed processes
and defined steps

Benefit
• Species and
ecosystem
conservation are
targeted and
meaningful
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Can you not see that the task is your task - yours to
dream, yours to resolve, yours to execute?
• The challenges

• It is likely that an aquatic herbicide treatment will be considered a “wide
ranging” use with no spatial definition in exposure modeling
• Exposure will be calculated from maximum label rates and minimum dilution
and degradation estimates
• Toxicity endpoints will be from most sensitive species and lowest published
values with little consideration of data relevance and reliability
• Best management and state or local permitting practices and the protection
they bring will not be considered in the species assessment process
• Assumed use rates and frequencies, and area of a waterbody treated, will be
assumed to be unrealistically high
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Can you not see that the task is your task - yours to
dream, yours to resolve, yours to execute?
• The challenges (continued)

• Action area of an aquatic herbicide treatment will likely consist of entire US,
potentially affecting every ESA-listed species
• All available data, including monitoring, use information, and spatial datasets
are not fully appreciated or used in the assessment process
• Process is currently not transparent so results are variable and unknown

Resolving the challenges of the current “interim
process” and its dysfunction will require a proactive
effort on the part of the pesticide users and registrants
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Can you not see that the task is your task - yours to
dream, yours to resolve, yours to execute?
Steps towards
the goal:

Additional Research
--Impacts of non-native plant
introductions
---Benefits of management
to endangered species and
habitat

Increased
Documentation
--Application processes
--Best management
practices
--State and local regulations
already in place

Communication and
Outreach

Education
--Habitat loss without
invasive plant management
--Application practices (field
trips and presentations)

Demonstrative
pilots that
collect data and
“tell the story”

--Continued subject matter
expert interactions with
federal agencies involved
with the management of
invasive aquatic plants
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Can you not see that the task is your task - yours to
dream, yours to resolve, yours to execute?
• Demonstrative pilots that collect data and “tell the story”

– Collect elements that support BMPs and build toward programmatic
consultation
– Potential to streamline the registration and consultation process
– Promote collaboration and consistent decisions
– Public outreach and education
– Lay groundwork to promote more rapid restoration of aquatic habitats
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Can you not see that the task is your task - yours to
dream, yours to resolve, yours to execute?
You can help!!
Share your stories about successful
aquatic weed management to
improve endangered species
habitats

Know of any good sites
that would make a “pilot”
demonstration?

Are you familiar with sites that institute
management practices to reduce threats on
endangered species (limitations on use,
timing, proximity, etc.) or have you run into
other issues with endangered species?
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Thank you for this opportunity to
share our thoughts and opinions
Ashlea Frank
Compliance Services International
7501 Bridgeport Way West – Lakewood, WA 98499
253-473-9007 – afrank@ComplianceServices.com

